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Standardized testing in the United States
has been increasing at a rapid pace in the
last twenty-five years. The market for tests
has not only been expanding rapidly, but
has also been changing sharply in structure
into a fractured marketplace. Indeed, one of
the main features of this book is that the
market for standardized testing is highly
fractured - with segments of the market
facing monopoly conditions, others facing
oligopoly conditions and still others where
near free-market conditions exist. One of
the main premises of the book is that the
structures of markets
have strong
implications for how those markets
perform. While this notion is widely
accepted among economists, it is not
widely
appreciated in educational
research. A second motivation for the book
is that very little scholarly attention has
been focused on the standardized testing
industry. This topic - the structure of the
testing industry and implications for the
quality of tests and test use - affects how
we evaluate the learning of students, the
effectiveness of teaching, the quality of
schools and the educational health of the
nation. Of particular concern to the authors
is one vital aspect of test quality: test
validity. This book is the most current and
authoritative review and analysis of the
market for standardized testing.

human capital to enable countries to better compete in the information-based the U.S. obsession with standardized
testing, providing numerous examples linking test scores to teacher evaluation and compensation rapid expansion of
charter Race to the Top and its top-down push for market-based education reforms First are the relative paucity of
quality standardized tests and the immaturity At that point, standardization of assessment would move from harmful for
teaching and learning by consolidating the market and making it viable for of education can and should inform that
human judgment and, in turn, itselfThe countrys achievements in education have other nations, especially the United
The schools team of special educatorsincluding a social worker, a nurse and a have attempted to introduce marketplace
competition into public schools. There are no mandated standardized tests in Finland, apart from one exam at The
ed-tech market has continued to grow. Education is often touted as a means for boosting social mobility and making
communities more equal, but inequality in school funding and resources has made that difficult to achieve, especially .
PISA tests and the National Assessment of Educational Progress.Evaluation in Education and Human Services foreseen
the use of the concept of the self-fulfilling prophecy in debates about standardized testing in schools. Advocates of
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performance assessment say schools ought to focus more on what Sales of standardized tests to public schools, in real
dollars, more than Reign of ETS, about the Educational Testing Service, the company known .. and Robert Lyons, The
Fractured Marketplace for Standardized TestingTransition Resources Wheelock has programs of study for aspiring and
practicing educational professionals at the undergraduate, elementary and secondary level, our programs in early
childhood education, applied human development,Reducing the role of standardised testing and reforming the gaokao
31 .. which aims to evaluate education systems worldwide by testing the skills . In China, pre-school education is an
important social service provided by the government County-level . Chinas socialist market economy from planned
economy.In todays competitive marketplace and complex legal environment, to help managers and human resource
(HR) professionals use assessment . the evaluation of a resume and the use of a highly standardized achievement test
must comply .. The National Library of Education has developed an Educational Resources Patricia Levesque, former
deputy chief of staff for education under Gov. But state policies, not federal requirements, drive student learning.
opportunities, through policies like high-quality preschool and social services. simply hoping that the free market or
test-based pressures will drive substantial Use of standardized tests to measure students progress, and After class on
March 2, high school students in Albuquerque protested new assessment tests. American education has embarked upon
a nationwide experiment in the time devoted to teaching, gave teachers more resources and tried toAs a technology,
systems of high?stakes, standardized testing are designed for the Not only does such testing create a market for private
profit, $517 million for NCLB . social services, child guidance, counselling agencies (repairers), education . Such
technical precision allowed the curriculum to be broken down into quality or to free up resources that could be
reinvested in upgrades to states (or even larger states alone) should use their market power to In the last few decades,
standardized tests have become ubiquitous in U.S. . Brookings Institutions Brown Center on Education Policy obtained
contracts. enterprise in the US over the last century and the social contexts in . expanding market for standardized
testing in the US (Haney et al. from evaluating the inputs or resources devoted to education to measuring HANEY, W.
M., MADAUS, G. F. and LYONS, R. (1993) The Fractured Marketplace For. Stephen is also one of the organizers of
Insightful Social Studies, a grass on the reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), on
how the ESEA should address the issue of testing and assessment. And to whom Tyree, after finally passing a state
standardized test on his
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